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" It will be put there later," she answered. " It is not time."
"What! your father!" added the King. "You do not think that, cousin! "
"All my actions/' added the Princess, "are weighed in the balance beforehand; if I was to exhibit the portrait of my father at the head of these various pictures, I should have to put my step-mother, his wife, there too, as a necessary pendant. The harm which she has done me does not permit of that complacence. One only opens one's house to one's friends,"
"Your step-mother has never done you any other harm," replied the King, "than to reclaim for her children the funds or the furniture left by your father. The character of Margaret of Lorraine has always been sweetness itself; seeing your irritation, she begged me to arbitrate myself; and you know all that M. Colbert and the Chancellor did to satisfy you under the circumstances. But let us speak of something else, and cease these discussions. I have a service to ask of you; here is M. le Due du Maine already big ; everybody knows of your affection for him, and I have seen